340                      APPENDIX
" In paragraph 4 you say : ' I do not admit that the intimations I received that my expedition was not viewed with favour amounted to a prohibition. . . /
" As regards this statement I am to recall your attention to the following passage in your sworn statement:
" ' Some days later we were informed by the Commissaire that a telegram had been received from the Vali forbidding our journey to Sanaa/ That the telegram from the Vali here referred to was not the first intimation of the kind that had reached you is proved by your admission (in the same sworn statement) that the Commissaire at Hodeidah told you on your arrival there that, as a foreign subject, you could not go up to Sanaa for the present.
" Sir E. Grey fails to see how, short of the use of actual force, a more explicit prohibition could have been formulated, but in spite of this, and of the failure of His Majesty's Vice-Consul to obtain permission for you to go, you decided to undertake the journey, which was therefore made entirely at your own risk.
" As regards the reflections cast, in the same paragraph, on the veracity of the Vali, I am to state that Sir E. Grey has no desire to champion the cause of that official, whose account of the case may well have been inaccurate in some respects, but his denial of knowledge that you were a British subject, though possibly disingenuous, may be explained by the fact that you had in your possession a Turkish passport which he may have considered himself entitled to regard as possessing as good a claim as your British one to be taken into account as evidence of your true nationality.
" As regards paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 of your letter, your defiance of the orders of the authorities, first at Hodeidah and later at Sanaa, afforded some justification for the maintenance of a strict watch on your proceedings and, in spite of your assurances, for some suspicion of your intentions.
" In Sir E. Grey's opinion, your own conduct led to the treatment which you received, and he cannot therefore see his way to make any further representations to the Turkish Government on your behalf. His Majesty's Government would be adopting an untenable position were they to enter protests or make claims for compensation in cases where irresponsible British subjects, disregarding the wishes and orders of the local authorities, undertake surreptitious journeys in districts where the suppression of rebellions is in progress.
" I am, Sir, " Your most obedient, humble Servant,
" EYRE A. GRQWI,"